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Groups Launch “Clean Trucks” Effort to Improve Air Quality
Partnerships to Reduce Truck Emissions at Southeastern Ports
(JACKSONVILLE, FL. – May 14, 2010) The Coalition for Responsible Transportation (CRT) and
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) announced a joint “Clean Trucks Initiative” today to develop
clean truck programs at ports throughout the United States, beginning with those in the
Southeast. The groups made the announcement before the South Atlantic and Caribbean Ports
Association and highlighted opportunities for other ports and their customers to form similar
partnerships.
The “Clean Trucks Initiative” builds a partnership between the retail industry and trucking and
port communities to solve a critical environmental challenge: air quality in and around ports. The
framework includes guidelines for engaging stakeholders, creating an action plan as well as
implementation strategies.
"This collaborative effort is a critical first step toward addressing air pollutants released from
heavy duty diesel trucks, traditionally one of the largest sources of pollution at ports,” said
Environmental Defense Fund Toxicologist Dr. Elena Craft. "Clean trucks mean cleaner air and
cleaner air helps save lives and prevents disease. As the nation struggles with poor air quality
around goods movement areas, successful partnerships among diverse groups will be key to
finding solutions.”
“Since we use these ports every day, it is essential to retailers like Lowe’s that successful clean
truck programs are enacted at our nation’s ports,” said Steve Palmer, Vice President of
Transportation for Lowe’s, which is a CRT member. “This initiative has our full support.
Replacing high-polluting trucks that transport products from the ports to distribution facilities is
another way companies can reduce their supply chain environmental footprint.”
The CRT/EDF Clean Trucks Initiative is a framework designed to facilitate a working partnership
with individual ports across the country in a manner that recognizes their individual needs and
the needs of their stakeholders. The framework also recognizes the critical need to partner with
the trucking community to ensure that clean truck programs are economically sustainable for the
thousands of drivers who service our nation’s ports by providing them with public and private
sources of financial support to retire older, higher-polluting trucks.
Key features of the CRT/EDF Clean Trucks Initiative include:
•

Engaging with port communities and stakeholders to identify opportunities to partner
together to reduce diesel pollution from port drayage activities.

•

Conducting an emissions inventory from port-related activities to assess opportunities for air
quality improvement.

•

Developing a collaborative and stakeholder-driven process to set goals for air quality
improvement from port drayage activities.

•

Creating an action plan for meeting those air quality goals that recognizes the unique needs
of individual ports and ensures that drivers have the financial support they need to retire,
high-polluting trucks.

•

Implementing air quality action plans through the collaborative efforts of ports and their
customers.

The Clean Trucks Initiative will have the dual benefit of reducing air quality impacts on human
health and the environment from diesel particulate emissions while also reducing maritimerelated contribution to greenhouse gas emissions like nitrogen oxide (NOx) that are associated
with climate change.
The Clean Truck Initiative is being developed in collaboration with industry and the local
communities, balancing the air quality challenges associated with expanding maritime activities
with the economic need for ports to remain an attractive gateway for maritime trade.

The Coalition for Responsible Transportation is a national coalition of leading importers,
exporters, trucking companies, clean truck manufacturers and ocean carriers dedicated to
reducing port truck pollution at our nation’s ports. For more information, visit
http://www.responsibletrans.org/.
Environmental Defense Fund is a leading national nonprofit organization, representing more
than 700,000 members. Since 1967, Environmental Defense Fund has linked science,
economics, law and innovative private-sector partnerships to create breakthrough solutions to
the most serious environmental problems. For more information, visit www.edf.org.

